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O. Henry’s “Gift of the Magi” is reborn with singers,
dancers, a chamber orchestra and a tuneful score

By Teresa Annns
The Y gteiae-Plint

Perhaps a decade ago, a
Iriend gave Carol Thomas
Downing abook, 0. Henry's
“The £3ifY of the Magi." The
story of o poor Young cotl-
ple secrificing to buy cach
other a Christmas prosent
moved her. Bvery year she
rereads it

1 was sitting therc one
Christmas looking through
this book, and suddenly
the whele wisien deszended
into iy brain,” said Down-
ing, feuader and artistic di-
veetor of the Virginia Chil-
dren's Chorus.

It was one of thuse mo-
ments where ! could just see
the story expressedibrough
dance and throsgh a chil-
dren's choir singing with
chamber orchestra.”

This holiday stason, the
Portsmouth mugicion's vi-
aiom is coming to life ina big
way. {n Sunday, the worid
premiere of “The Gilt of the

mos portions of Handel's
"Messioh™ — will be staged
at the Ferguson Center for
the Arts in Hewport News,
with a second performanoe
Tuesday at Regent Univer-
sﬂm Wirginia Beach.

24-minute picce was
composed by Adolphus Hail-
stork of Yirginia Beach, who
has top nativpal credits and
whose work she Joves. Down-
ing's group commissinned
Hailstork, and at the com-
poser’s suggestion she wrote
the Iyrics. Twents-1wo mem-
bersof the Virginin Sympho-
ny Orchestra willpecformin

1he pit.
Thirty-nineof the most 63~
erienced singers n Down-
ing's group will perform.
The wocalists, ages 13 0 17,
will dance a little, to, Todd
Rosenlich, o gifted chore-
oprapher ¥ho runs a Mor-
folk dance company, creat-
ed stervtelling moves both
for his own Jancers and fr

singers
or Deaming, thisis “one of

Pay

dream team carol

o DOAEND, »A0lsads
o D VirgnaCh IS Thons,
really an answer to dreams The tion incluwd frst hadttieidas of achonat
ond proyers.” a suite of four songs. As he  axidancevessonold.

JoAnn Falletta, Virginia  wrote, Hailstork referred  soney's vTheliiftal thedtagir
Symphony's muaic director, to a storyboard provided Thasiecewss compsedty
who will condoct the pro- by Rosenfich and tog bt v,
gram,emphasized fhe impar-  To get the sound he wanted, with ehoreo)esnTy ty Takd
tance of pr ing new mu- ); K blendedromantis  Rusenbed,chater.
sieha Hailstork. i instr , such as harp
netabe Adhlphusforgranted.  and strings, with “antigue”™
He's o neighbor. Butthisisa  ones, including double resds .
wery big deal for us. aud flutes. lyries comes easily to him.

“f1e's the real deal. He's o “One of my favorite mo-  “Assconas Irendd e words,

very famous snd extruordi-
nay ﬂlyi gifted cxmpreer”

Falletra stressed that it's
been an effective collabora-
tion, resulting in an uausu-
al form. “The story is act-
edant, partly throughdonce
and partly through singing.
Mo one dells the story from
beginningtoend, and vetthe
story is very clear.”

She described Hailstork's
conposition as ¥very tunsil,
with sections that are guite
dancelike, and sections that
are very moving and emb-
tiomal. Hislanguage is always
tonal, always melodic. But it
pever seems predictable. It's

Nogi™-along ®ith the Christ

those pinch-me monenis 1t
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iys o surprise

mients is the embroce” Hail-
stark said. That's when Jim
first sess that Della hag cut
off her gorgeous long hair,
having St by ek
Fob for him. Mecanwhile, he
hassobd his watch tobuy jew-
¢led hair vombs for her.

" uges, wolks around
her, “What's going on here?”
She's kindu scared about his
reaction. Then herel d

Thear the melody. That isjust
2'habit. I won't say a gilt. Tl
Jjust say & habit"

Bowaing has maryeled
over his “hobit>* Hailsterk
sctually delivered his com-
pusition early, inJuly, which
gave all the eolleboratars
plenty of time to contribote
tothewhole.

“It is truly amazing that

embraces her. I love that
Hailstork js an unpreten-
tous interviewee. Regord-
ing his own music, he said,
“You gotta like pretty tunes.
1fyoulile pretty tunes, Fod’ld
ike #.

this is all @ together
sa beautifully at this time,”
Downing said. “Everybody's
financezare tight Tfchswry
could net he more approprl-
ate For this Christmas™
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